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Itzam/Core Licensing & Support 

A Guide for Prospect ive Customers 

 
General Policy 
Use of Itzam/Core is licensed in one of two ways: The GPL, or a closed-source, non-free 
license. 

"GPL" refers to the GNU General Public License: http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html 

Itzam/Core is also available under non-free non-GPL license, the full text of which is at the end 
of this document. 

Itzam/Core is 100% GPL, and if your use of it is 100% GPL compliant, then you never need to 
pay me for a license. In all other instances, you are better served by purchasing a non-free 
license. I am always open to discussing terms that fit an individual customer's needs and 
finances. 

Support is a separate issue from licensing. Any request for custom development or technical 
support requires a separate agreement detailing what is expected from all parties. Licenses do 
not imply any level of support beyond simple delivery of Itzam/Core.. 

License Choices 
If your application is licensed under the GPL, you are free and welcome to ship GPL-licensed 
Itzam/Core software with your application. By "application" I mean any type of software 
application, system, tool or utility. For doing this, you do not need a separate signed agreement 
with me, because the GPL text is sufficient. 

As long as you never distribute Itzam/Core software (or software that forms a derivative work 
with Itzam/Core software) in any way, you are free to use it for powering your application, 
irrespective of the license the application is under. 

You are allowed to modify GPL-licensed Itzam/Core software any way you like. If you choose 
to distribute any software that forms a derivative work with GPL licensed Itzam/Core software 
then the entire derivative work must be placed under the terms and conditions of the GPL. 

You are allowed to copy Itzam/Core binaries and source code, but when you do so, the copies 
will fall under the GPL license. 

A derivative work is a work that is based in whole or in part on another work. Your national 
copyright law may provide additional information on when a derivative work is formed. If you 
are unsure of whether or not your combination of GPL licensed Itzam/Core software with other 
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software forms a derivative work, then I recommend placing the derivative work under the GPL 
or purchasing a non-free license. 

If your application is not licensed under the GPL and you intend to distribute Itzam/Core 
software (be that internally or externally), you must first obtain a non-free license to the 
Itzam/Core software. 

So, if you include Itzam/Core in your non-GPL licensed application you need a non-free license 
for Itzam/Core. 

If you desire a warranty, support or consulting on the use of Itzam/Core, you need a non-free 
license. Many users opt for the non-free license simply because under it, I take formal 
responsibility for the product. 

Under the GPL license, there are no warranties or representations for the software. 

If you represent a non-profit organization or an academic institution, I recommend you to put 
your own application under GPL. Thereby you are free to use Itzam/Core software free of 
charge under the GPL license. 

If you are a private individual you are free to use Itzam/Core software for your personal 
applications, as long as you do not distribute them. 

Please note that even if you ship a free demo version of your own application, the above rules 
apply. 

Recommendations 
To all non-free organizations I recommend the non-free license. Not only does this release you 
from the requirements of the GPL license, it also gives you a license letter from Itzam/Core 
where I assume responsibility for my product. The GPL license is an "as is" license with no 
warranties whatsoever. 

To all GPL/Open Source enthusiasts I recommend licensing Itzam/Core under the GPL license. 

To anyone in doubt, I recommend the non-free license. It is never wrong. I am able to sell non-
free licenses at prices well under the industry average, and this is without compromising my 
own profitability. 

Older Versions 
Itzam/Core is based on code that has been around in many forms for several years. Some of it 
was used in my early C++ programming books; other pieces of code stem from web site articles 
or personal development projects. A few classes resulted from non-free projects. In all cases, 
the code is mine, I wrote it, and I'm making it available simply because I see no reason why I 
shouldn't. 
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Because of the long history of this code, older versions were released under an inconsistent 
mish-mash of licenses. In 2007, I formalized Itzam/Core under the GPL, in keeping with 
standard industry practices. I may have my quibbles with the GPL, but it has the advantages of 
being well-understood and well-debated. 

If you have any questions on Itzam/Core licensing, feel free to contact me at via e-mail at 
scott.ladd@coyotegulch.com. 
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Itzam/Core 
SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT 

I. Introduction 
This is a license agreement between Scott Robert Ladd ("Developer") and 
_________________________________________ ("Licensee") in which Developer grants Licensee 
certain rights in the software subject to the terms and conditions of this agreement. Any rights 
granted under this license do not limit or eliminate rights belonging to Developer. 

II. Definitions 
"Software" means version 4.0 of Itzam/Core, a portable embedded database engine written for 
the Microsoft .Net platform. 

"Derivative Work" means a work that is based on the Software and that, if prepared without 
permission of the Developer, would constitute a copyright infringement, including for example 
compiled executable versions of the Software that are prepared by Licensee. 

III. Items Provided by Developer 
Developer shall furnish Licensee the Software, as described above, in computer-readable 
source code form. 

IV. License 
A. Developer grants to Licensee, subject to the terms and conditions herein, a worldwide non-
exclusive license to use and modify (and have used and have modified) the source code, and 
an unlimited right to use, execute, reproduce, have reproduced, sell, license, lease, or otherwise 
transfer copies of Derivative Works infringement, including for example compiled executable 
versions of the Software that are prepared by Licensee. 

B. This agreement shall continue in perpetuity, and applies to all bug-fixes and minor 
enhancements in the Itzam/Core series version number in the form 1.0.## 

C. Developer hereby reserves all rights in Software not specifically granted by this license 
agreement. 

V. Payment 
The fee for the licensed Software is US $995, and Licensee agrees to pay this fee in U.S. 
Dollars immediately upon execution of this agreement and delivery of the Software. No 
additional royalty payments will be required for reproduction and distribution of Derivative 
Works. 

VI. Title 
A. Developer shall retain sole and exclusive ownership of the copyright on the Software. 

B. This agreement does not provide Developer with title or ownership to any enhancements or 
modifications made by Licensee. 
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VII. Warranty 
A. Developer warrants that he has the legal right to grant Licensee the license as set out in this 
agreement and that such license does not infringe any third parties' property or personal rights, 
other than as stated in Section VII. 

B. Except for the foregoing, Developer makes no other warranties and DEVELOPER 
SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTIES CONCERNING THE SUFFICIENCY OF 
THE SOFTWARE OR SOURCE CODE, ITS MERCHANTABILITY OR ITS FITNESS FOR ANY 
PURPOSE.  ALL SOFTWARE AND SOURCE CODE DELIVERED UNDER THIS 
AGREEMENT SHALL BE DELIVERED "AS IS". 

VIII. Entire Agreement 
This agreement sets forth the entire understanding between the parties.  It may be changed or 
modified only in writing and must be signed by both parties. 

IX. Assignment 
Neither party may sell, transfer, assign, delegate, or subcontract any rights or obligations under 
this agreement without the prior written consent of the other party. 

XI. Laws 
This contract shall be construed under the laws of the State of Florida and the federal laws of 
the United States of America. 

 

___________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Scott Robert Ladd, Developer 

2316 Americus Drive 
Clearwater, FL 33763-4503 USA 
+01 727 631 5935 

 

___________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Licensee:  
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